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<", u.s. Environmental Protection Agency o~c<"'I" 

NPDES Compliance Unit (OCE-133) · f 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900 
Seattle, Washington 98101 
Attn : David Domingo 

Idaho Department of Environmental Quality 
Boise Regional Office 
144S N. Orchard Street 
Boise, Idaho 83706 
Attn: Todd Crutcher 

iii PHARMER 
ENGINEERING 

1998 W. Judith Lane 
Boise, Idaho 83705 

Phone (208)433-1900 
Fax (208) 433-1901 

www.pharmereng.com 

Re: Wilderness Ranch Water Treatment Plant NPDES Permit Number ID-002831-2 

Dear Mr. Domingo and Mr. Crutcher: 

This letter is in response to the notice of violation which was received by the Wilderness Ranch Water 
Treatment Plant (Plant) on January 18t h

, 2012. The letter provided notification of violations of the Clean 
Water Act and NPDES permit which Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) discovered after reviewing 
administrative files and additional violations which were discovered during an inspection of the Plant 
conducted by the Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (IDEQ) on July 220 ' ,2011. 

Violations 

The Clean Water Act and permit violations which were identified during the administrative review and 
inspection are summarized below: 

1. The permit requires the Plant to complete daily monitoring reports (DMR) which summarize the 
discharge sample testing and must be submitted monthly to EPA and IDEQ by the 15th of the 
following month. During the five years of plant operation under the current permit no DMRs 
were submitted. 

2. Wilderness Ranch is authorized to discharge from Outfall 001 only those pollutants resulting 
from facility processes, waste streams, and operations that have been identified within the 
permit application. During the July 2011 inspection, the IDEQ inspector noted that a pipe near 
Outfall 001 was discharging. 

3. During the inspection, the Plant did not have a quality assurance plan (QAP). As part ofthe 
NPDES permit, a QAP must be developed for the facility and a written notice to EPA and IDEQ 
indicating that the plan has been developed and is available at the Plant as required. 



4. The permit requires the Plant to develop and implement a best management practices (BMP) 
plan which meets the specific requirements listed within the permit. At the time of the 
inspection a BMP plan was not available. 

5. During the inspection, the inspector noted that a copy of the permit was not available at the 
Plant. 

Request for Information 

The EPA submitted a Request for Information document to the Plant to address the Clean Water Act and 
permit violations. The Request for Information document was received on January 18th

, 2012. The 
Request for Information document required the Plant to submit the following information within 30 
days of receiving the notice: 

1. The Plant must submit to EPA a schematic or engineering drawing as well as a narrative 
description that clearly identifies the discharge pipe near Outfall 001. In addition, the Plant must 
submit a notice of noncompliance report in accordance with Part III.H of the Permit concerning 
the unpermitted discharge. The report must include the estimated time that noncompliance is 
expected to continue if that has not been corrected and steps taken or planned to reduce, 
eliminate, and prevent recurrence of the noncompliance. If the plant intends to continue to 
discharge from the unpermitted pipe, the plant must submit a permit application for the pipe 
with the aforementioned documents specified in this paragraph. 

2. The Plant must submit to EPA a written notification stating that the Quality Assurance Plan 
(QAP) has been developed and implemented as required by Part II.A of the permit. 

3. The Plant must submit to EPA a written notice stating that the Best Management Practices 
(BMP) Plan has been developed and implemented as required by Part II.B of the Permit. 

4. The Plant must submit to EPA the previous five years of monthly discharge monitoring reports 
starting in November 2006 as required by Part III.B of the Permit. 

The Wilderness Ranch Owners' Association is working diligently to address the permit violations and 
provide the required documents within the Request for Information. The actions completed to date to 
address these issues are provided below. 

Request for Information Response 

1. Attached to this letter is a schematic highlighting the outfall plan layout. The Plant has three 
pipe outfalls near Outfall 001. These include the clear well overflow outfall, the facility building 
outfall, and the primary force main outfall. Outfall 001 is the drying bed drain outfall and is only 
used if the solids drying beds overflow. 

The Plant operates multiple chlorine analyzers to measure chlorine concentrations in the 
finished water as well as for process evaluations. The analyzers are operated continuously 
during plant operation and discharge to the Plant process drain system which leads to the 
facility building outfall. This was the pipe near Outfall 001 which was discharging during the 



IDEQ inspection. It is estimated that while the plant was producing potable water over the past 
five years of permitted operation, this outfall was discharging to Mores Creek. 

At this time the Plant has removed all chlorine analyzer drain lines and removed them from the 
process drain outfall pipe and now drains them into the plant surge tank. The surge tank is used 
to take process water overflow streams and recycle them internally within the system. This 
action eliminates any further unpermitted discharges from the chlorine analyzers. 

Although the Plant was designed with four (4) outfalls, it is currently permitted to discharge 
from only one which is used for the drying beds overflow. In addition to having multiple outfalls, 
the Plant does not have a location where operators can take required grab samples since access 
to Outfall 001 is difficult. To address both of these issues the Plant is taking steps to prevent 
further unpermitted discharges and to provide an accessible sampling location for future 
discharges. 

The Plant has plans to construct a new sampling sump which will provide a location for each of 
the plant outfalls to drain before discharging to Mores Creek through Outfall 001. At this 
location, the Plant will be able to take the needed grab samples and test for all required 
constituents to meet permit requirements and prevent further violations. It is estimated that 
this project will be completed by the end of 2012. 

2. The Plant has completed a QAP and implemented the plan. A copy of the QAP is available at the 
treatment plant for EPA or its authorized representatives upon request. 

3. The Plant has completed a BMP plan and implemented the plan. A copy ofthe BMP plan is 
available at the treatment plant for EPA or its authorized representatives upon request. 

4. The Request for Information document requires the Plant to provide the previous five years of 
monthly discharge monitoring reports starting with November 2006. This information is not 
available. No DMRs were completed over the past five years of operation due to the small and 
inconsistent nature of the discharges and the lack of an easily accessible location to take 
samples. When discharges did not take place the DMRs were not submitted. 

To address these issues, the Plant is taking the following steps: 

a. Plant operators are now completing DMRs for each month regardless of discharges 
occurring. When a discharge does not occur the DMR will be properly completed 
identifying this fact and submitted. 

b. The Plant will also construct a new sampling sump which will be used to provide easy 
access for grab samples and flow monitoring before discharging to Outfall 001. 

c. The Plant has also implemented the QAP and BMP plans and is maintaining a copy of the 
permit at the Plant which is available for EPA or its authorized representative upon 
request. 



Conclusion 

The Wilderness Ranch Owners' Association is determined to make the necessary changes to comply with 
the NPDES permit. The actions described above detail the changes which have already been completed 
and the planned actions to bring the Plant into full compliance. 

If you require any additional information, have questions about the actions which have been completed 
or this response to the information request; feel free to contact me at (208) 433-1900 or 
jreed@pharmereng.com. 

Sincerely, 

'tr' Pull 
Josh Reed, P.E. 
Pharmer Engineering, LLC 

Attachments: Discharge pipe schematic near Outfall 001 
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